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The information presented below is based on Georgia law, plus recommendations from the NHTSA, The National Child Passenger Safety Board, and
the American Academy of Pediatrics. The most important issues to consider when determining how to properly secure your child in a car, are: 1) Am |
meeting all child passenger safety guidelines as required by law? AND 2) Have | chosen the most appropriate type of safety seat, based on my child’s
current height and weight, relative to the height and weight limits specified by the manufacturer in the car seat owner's manual?

*IMPORTANT: Please note that unless specified otherwise, the age ranges listed below are average approximations. Because of differences in
children’s growth rates, always check your car seat or booster seat owner's manual for the specific height and weight limits to determine the
appropriate usage for your own child.
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Birth - Until at least 2 years old. Keep your child rear-facing until he or she reaches the
maximum height or weight limit allowed by the car seat manufacturer. (Transition to the next
stage at approx. age 2) "

Remember rear-facing does a better job protecting the child’s head, neck, spine and back in a crash.
There is no need to rush to move on to the next car seat or booster seat.

Children under age 2 should ALWAYS ride in a rear-facing car seat in the back seat of the car. Never place a
rear-facing car seat in the front seat. Consult your vehicle owner's manual for further information.

The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) recommends that all children under the age of 2 should remain in a
rear-facing car seat, and that children 2 and older should continue to ride rear-facing as long as possible, until they
reach the maximum height or weight limit allowed by the car seat manufacturer.

"A rear-facing child safety seat does a better job of supporting the head, neck and spine of infants and toddlers
in a crash, because it distributes the force of the collision over the entire body”, according to the AAP.

When purchasing a rear-facing car seat, please note that there are different types available. Rear-Facing Only

(also called an infant-only car seat). This type can only be used facing the rear of the vehicle. A Convertible .

Car Seat, can be used either facing-forward or rear. Convertible car seats typically have higher height and weight

limits for the rear-facing position, allowing you to keep your child rear-facing for a longer period of time than a g
rear-facing infant only car seat. All in One Car Seat can be used rear-facing, forward-facing and be used as a

booster seat.

2 years old (approx.) - Until your child reaches the maximum height or weight limit allowed
by the car seat manufacturer. (Average transition to the next stage is approx. age 5)

The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends that “all infants and toddlers ride in a rear-facing car seat until
they are 2 years of age or until they reach the maximum height or weight limits allowed by the car seat manufacturer.”

Once your child has outgrown the rear-facing car seat, he or she should ride in a forward-facing car seat, in the backseat, and
until your child reaches the maximum height or weight limit according to the forward-facing car seat manufacturer. Remember
that with every step forward there is a reduction in the level of protection and safety. So don't rush to the next stage.

Types of forward-facing car seats include, A Convertible Car Seat which can be used either facing-forward
or rear. Convertible car seats typically have higher height and weight limits for the rear-facing position,
allowing you to keep your child rear-facing for a longer period of time. Combination Car Seats can be used
forward-facing or as a high back booster seat. All in One Car Seat can be used rear-facing, forward-facing
and be used as a booster seat. Whichever type you select, be sure to check the height and weight limits to
ensure the proper usage for your child.

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 3 out of every 4 car seats are not
properly secured. Don't take any chances! Get to know your car seat.

Protect your smallest passengers. It's important to always have your child properly restrained in a car seat or booster seat until
the age of eight (8) while traveling on the streets, highways, and byways. In Georgia, it's the law
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5 years old (approx.) - Age 8. Children under the age of 8 are required by law to ride
in a car seat or booster seat appropriate for their height or weight, unless the parent (-
has written documentation that the child is over 4'9” (57 inches). "\_..\

Your child is ready for a booster seat once they have reached the maximum height or weight limits
for his or her forward-facing car seat. Remember that with every step forward there is a reduction in
the level of protection and safety. So don't rush to the next stage.

Georgia law requires that all children under the age of 8 whose height is less than 49" (57 inches) are
required to be in either a car seat or a booster seat suitable for their age, height and weight and must
ride in the backseat of a vehicle.

When using a booster seat, make sure the lap and shoulder belt fits properly. The lap belt must lie
shugly across the upper thighs, not the stomach. The shoulder belt should lie snugly across the
shoulder and chest and not cross the child’s neck or face.

Many booster seats have a weight range starting at 30-40 pounds, with a maximum weight of
80-100+ pounds. The National Child Passenger Safety Board recommends keeping your child in a
booster seat until the vehicle seat belt fits your child properly, and he or she is mature enough to sit
without slouching for the entire ride.

Age 8 and at least 4'9” (57 inches) per Georgia law, provided the seat belt fits
properly without the use of a booster seat.

Children can transition from a booster seat to using a lap and shoulder belt only, when they have
reached age 8 and are at least 49" (57 inches) tall, as long as the seat belt fits properly.

For a seat belt to fit properly, the lap belt must lie snugly across the upper thighs, not the stomach.
The shoulder belt should lie snugly across the shoulder and chest and not cross the neck or face.

The child must be able to sit with their back and hips against the vehicle seat back, their knees bent
easily over the front edge of the seat, and sit in position without slouching for the entire ride.

Remember: children ages 12 and under, should ride in the back seat. According to the CD(, airbags
can kill young children riding in the front seat.

Buckling up is the most important thing you can do to protect yourself in the event of a crash.
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